


Key Reading Ideas 
 

 Be positive 
 
 Read regularly  
 
 Listen to your child (even if they are in 

Year Six!) 
 
 Record comments weekly in your child’s 

Reading Record  
 
 Read to your child  
 
 Have fun sharing quality time with 

your little or big one!  
 

Never forget the magic of books! 
 

Let’s work together to create readers 
for life who LOVE books! 

Remember in the All Saints’ Way, we strive to 

go the extra mile to support in any ways we 

possibly can from helping those who need an 

‘extra helping hand’  to those who need an 

‘extra challenge’.   

 

Whatever your child’s achievements in     

reading, staff are whole heartedly dedicated 

and passionate to ensure that everyone leaves 

All Saints’ as a confident, critical and     

reflective reader who adores reading.  

 

Let’s work together to make that dream    

become reality!   

 

Please do come in and see staff if you would 

like any further information or support. 

Thank you for reading, 
from The ‘All Saints’ Team’ 

 



If your child is a reluctant reader 
the following may help:  
 

 Try not to worry as your anxieties 
can pass on to your child.  

 
    Be crafty—ask them to read the 
 recipe for something you’re cooking 
 or information from a newspaper. 
 
 Read to your child in a relaxed, 

cosy setting to make it a special, one 
to one experience.  

 
 Share books with them—you read 

a page then ask your child to read 
a page.  

 
 Allow your child to read books 

which are easy (a familiar book) 
then gradually move to more  

 challenging material when your 
 child is ready.  
 
 If your child has a busy social life 

allow him/her to read for 10 
minutes before going to sleep.  

 
 Offer a different reading material 

(e.g. magazine, internet/ I- pad, 
Argos toy catalogue).  

 

Dear families, 
 
We hope you like the look of your new home- school reading 
records!  Parents can play the hugest influence on children’s 
reading development – working in true partnership together 
WE can help create HAPPY READERS FOR LIFE - we need 
you so please read on…!  
 
 Please take pride in looking after books and aim to keep your 

reading record in as good a condition as possible. 

 Please sign / make a brief comment weekly- please see below 
for examples of what to write if you would like further 
guidance. 

 Do not panic if you miss the occasional signature, we  
        appreciate you are busy parents and sometimes have to hear        
 more than one child read. 

 Children in Year 5/ 6 are able to sign their own books as 
long as they are writing honest comments. 

 If there are no comments for a period of 3 weeks we will 
send a letter home as a reminder. 

 If there is still no note from home we will assume children 
are not reading at home and will keep their reading books in 
school to read with other reading mentors / volunteers in 
school who will comment in their reading records.  

 If books are lost / damaged we will need you to return  
 another book from home to school (please note these books 
 are very expensive up to £7 each from reading schemes).  
 Alternatively we ask for a £5 donation to our library funds.   

 Please bring your reading books and reading record to school 
every day as we do have lots of reading mentor volunteers in 
school who will often hear different groups of children  

 reading these books to further help develop reading skills.  

 Please do take the time to read with, read to and for  
 children to read by themselves to help develop reading  
 stamina and pace.  

 If your child does not like the reading book provided from 
school then a favourite novel from home, newspaper article 
or local library book will be just fine (we are always keen to 
hear about other materials children are keen to read!)  

 Please note in reading records if you would like more/ less 
books and if you do ever need more please see class teachers 
(we are more than happy for children to choose extra books).  

 We understand many children attend wrap around care for 
working parents- we are always happy to hear comments 
from grandparents, siblings, uncles etc. and children are 
often so proud to share these with us too!  

 Please remember you can access over 250 free e books on 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk if you want to have a go at another 
book band for a challenge or if your child forgets their 
reading book at school- please sign up to this free website.  

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk


Into the future... 
 

Reading can be a wonderful, relaxing and 
enjoyable experience and can open up a whole 
new world for our children. Even in this 
technological age we need to be able to read 
a variety of styles of texts.  As children   
progress through the school, more demands 
will be made upon them in line with the  
educational curriculum. As parents and 
teachers we must help our children to    
become confident readers so that they can go 
forward into the world with this vital life 
skill.   
 
Reading opens the door to learning and to 
the world. It underpins everything we do and 
is essential to everyday life. In order to   
survive, we need to be able to read        
instructions, signs, and safety information.  
By the time children reach KS2 most of 
them can read, many read fluently. Our job 
is to further improve their reading skills by 
developing higher order reading skills; to  
increase the range of texts our children read 
and to foster a love for reading so children 
are eager to read for pleasure.  
 
Children have very busy lives today and 
reading sometimes gets forgotten. However 
even if children can read fluently it is still 
important that they read daily. It is a great 
help if parents can encourage their children 
to read—even if it is only for 10 minutes a 
day—and discuss aspects of the book with 
them. Try to show children that you value 
reading, let them see you reading (even if it 
is your favourite magazine!) and share books 
with them.  Encourage them to read a wide 
range of texts from a variety of authors 
and remember to make maximum use of our 
wonderful local library (you can borrow up 
to ten books for a period of three weeks and 
all for FREE!). 
 

Examples of family comments  
Each time your child reads, it is valuable and important 

to comment on his/her progress for teachers.   
Comments can be based on word skills, comprehension and 

attitude/ interest.   
Above all, please do not worry what you write just write 

something and be honest! 
 
- Wonderful! John made extremely good attempts at sounding out 

unfamiliar words. 
- Asked many relevant questions about the plot and characters - 

great! 
- Anne really enjoyed this book set by the sea. It reminded her of the 

Lighthouse Keeper books. 
- Particularly enthusiastic reading this book and looking at the   

illustrations. John has read more books by the same author at 
home. 

- Very little help needed today. Remembered many of the letter sounds 
and read lots of words independently. 

- Mary read the words on her key word list with great speed and in 
the book accurately. 

- John read his key words loudly and clearly. He wanted to repeat 
them over and over again! 

- It was such a pleasure to listen to Jane read. She was able to    
identify and read the words independently splitting words into 
syllables to help.  

- Fluent and confident, showing enthusiasm and enjoyment. 
- Confused "b" and "d" sounds at the beginning of the word "dig" but 

self-corrected when read within the context of the sentence.  
Wonderful! 

- Recognised the exclamation mark! 
- Tends to mistake "was" with "saw." 
- Loved the illustrations and we enjoyed discussing them together. 
- Anne is now recognising words far more easily. 
- She found the word "after" very tricky. 
- He is very aware of punctuation, including speech marks! 
- Read pages 3-6 of Artemis Fowl from my own books at home.  I 

really enjoyed the part when Doctor Argon was introduced – the 
description was amazing. 

- Found this book quite easy. 
- Could you please review the level of her book as she found it quite 

challenging. 
- This series is proving to be the most challenging so far. Mary is 

learning new words every day and is thoroughly enjoying     
discussing the meaning of new, ambitious words.  

- We recorded Mary reading on the IPAD and played it back. She 
loved listening to herself read. 

- Grandma was over the moon when she heard Jane read!  Jane 
explained what prepositions were.  

- I am delighted that his reading confidence has increased in leaps 
and bounds! 

- Predicting what will happen next proved challenging so we gave lots 
of ideas  

- Mary, you read the book at a lovely pace and effortlessly.  2    
Chapters in one night WOW! 

- She is making wonderful progress with her reading and amazes me 
with how she is tackling harder words.  She retold who, where, 
when, what happened and the end with great detail.  

- John was pleased that the ending was happy!  We found 5 adverbs. 
- John was upset when Grace could not find her Mum but was   

relieved at the end. 
- Lovely reading and only a little help needed today! John read    

beautifully with lots of expression and clearly distinguished nar-
rative from dialogue changing his voice appropriately. Brilliant! 

- Needed a little encouragement this evening to remain focused- we 
have had a busy weekend!  



Useful Questions to ask children - 
before, during or after reading  

 Why did you choose this book? 

  

   What does the blurb tell us? 

   Can you use the contents page to work out what 
page to go to read about…? 

   Can you use the glossary to find out the  
 meaning of … ?  

  

  
 expected to happen? 

  

  
 friendly/ mean/nice…? 

  

  

   What facts have you read? 

  

 

and would use in your writing? 

 

Italics? Bold print?  

  

  

 

trying to make and how do they make you feel? 

  
 understand….better? 

 

author or illustrator? 

 

or TV programmes/ DVDs? 

   Can you sound the word out? 

   If you read to the end of the sentence, can you 
work out what the word is? 

   What has happened so far? 

   What might happen next? 

   Tell me 3 things you have found out. 

   How is this character feeling? How do you know? 
How would you feel? 

   What kind of person do you think this character 
is? Why?   

   What do you expect them to do next? 

   What sort of story/book is this- fiction/ non-
fiction? 

   What is your favourite part? Why? 

   Who is your favourite character? Why? 

   What do you like/dislike about this story/book? 
Why? 

   Would you recommend this book to someone else? 
Who? 

   Which do you think is the most interesting word 
on this page? Which would you use in your writ-
ing? 

   Why doesn’t the writer use ‘said’? 

   Why is this writing in bold/italics? 

   Do you know what this word means? 

   What is another word (synonym) for ______? 

 
 
 
 
 

Books are not just fast food but 
delicious things to be savoured 
and enjoyed!  
 
Asking questions of your child 
and encouraging them to think 
about what they are reading is 
very important - certainly just as 
important as him or her 
‘decoding’ the words on the page.  
 
The best readers read with both 
feeling and understanding.  
Otherwise they may be just 
‘barking at the print’. 
 
 


